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SB 1462 – PADILLA

California Broadband Council
(Chapter 338 of the Statutes of 2010)

Senate Bill 1462 establishes in state government the California Broadband Council to maximize California’s opportunities for federal funds under the new National Broadband Plan released by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), increase coordination of state resources for broadband networks, and ensure continuation of California’s leadership in broadband deployment and adoption. 

California is a national leader in providing its citizens access to high-speed Internet access through broadband, the backbone of the 21st century digital economy.  Recent state efforts to promote broadband deployment and adoption include the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) establishing in 2005 the California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF); Governor Schwarzenegger establishing in 2006 the California Broadband Task Force, which issued recommendations in a 2008 report; the CPUC and Legislature establishing in 2007 the California Advanced Services Fund, and Governor Schwarzenegger making broadband deployment a priority of the Office of the State Chief Information Officer.  

Various state agencies are involved in broadband deployment, manage state broadband networks, or provide government services via broadband, including social services, public safety, health care, and distance learning.  With jurisdiction spread throughout state government, strong state leadership and coordination are essential to continue pursuing initiatives to bring the economic benefits of high-speed Internet access to all parts of California and to identify all opportunities to efficiently share resources and facilities. 

SB 1462 establishes the California Broadband Council in state government for the purpose of promoting broadband deployment and adoption throughout the state for the benefit of all Californians.  The bill:

· specifies members of the council, including the president of the CPUC, State Chief Information Officer, Secretary of the California Emergency Management Agency, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Director of General Services, Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing, one member of the Senate appointed by the Senate Rules Committee, one Member of the Assembly appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly, and the president of CETF

· specifies duties of the council relating to the National Broadband Plan, implementing Broadband Task Force Report recommendations, and coordinating state resources for broadband deployment and adoption

· requires the council to convene its first meeting no later than March 1, 2011, and thereafter as the council determines, with the president of the CPUC serving as chair of the first meeting
· requires the council to provide for input from stakeholder groups at its regular public meetings, and through public hearings, roundtables, advisory groups, or other means as the council determines
FOR MORE INFORMATION – Jackie Kinney,  Principal Consultant, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities and Communications            (916) 651-4107         jacqueline.kinney@sen.ca.gov
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